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INTRODUCTION. 



JOSEPH FKHBR, the writer of the folhwmg 
Siary, wai ike mm ef Reuhen and Jenepker Fisher, 
fff YiMgk^h d^M$ed: b^ tcAom he received a gumried 
and rehgMeedvfcMon. He wasy from a ckiid, dU" 
tiful and respectful to them, and careful to keep to 
truth. He spoke of their pious care towards him, 
%mth satisfaction and thankfulness: and as having 
been instrumental in preserving him from many of the 
dangers incident to youth. He appeared to be pre- 
served in innocenty of iife ; and as he advanced in 
years, by submitting to the operations of Divine 
Grace upon his mind, he became a useful member both 
of religious and civif society. 

He had many close trials and proving dispensations 
to pass through ; but by endeavouring to maintain his 
integrity, and trusting in the Almighty Power, he 
experienced support under them. 

He manifested a firm attachment to the religious 
principles of the Society of Friend%, to which he be* 
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ly INTRODUCTION. 

longed; ^otfrorn education merely, butjrom a itrong 
conviction of their soundness 4md rectitude. 

Bf was diligent in the 4ittendance of religious 
meetings, and zealously concerned for tAe support of 
-^Christian diseipHne,^emd good order; parHcuhtrly use- 
ful in composing^ as well as in preventing differences ; 
prompt isi communicating caution and advice ; and 
always desirous of promoting a ^gririi qf harmonjf 
*and peace. 

In the year 1806 Ae married Mary Ann Boardman; 
and in about six years was left a widower with two 
children. 

On the \9th of I2th month, I8I6, whilst passing 
through his store in the morning, he was suddenly 
taken ill. One of the men observing it, endeavoured 
to support him ; but life was nearly gone ; and after 
two easy moans, he expired, his spirit departing as in 
a moment to ^Him Who gave iL 

In contemplating the awfulness of such a sudden 
^'transition from the active scenes and cares of this life, 
to a state of eternal duration, the mind seems arrested 
with a degree of silent astonishment. And in pon^ 
dering the dealings of Almighty Providence, with the 
children of men, we are induced to acknowledge, thM 
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*' His judgments are unsearchabk, and hk ways past 
finding cut f aind yet, in a firm, persuasion of the 
unerring wisdom of all his dispensations^ the righteous^ 
can humbly acquiesce therein, and is enabled to say : 
*' Good is His will, and perfect all He doesJ^ 

A remark found m th^ pockei^hoek of tte deceased',, 
and wkUh appeaim in the Diary i, aeem^ particularly^ 
sirtking, viz. : " In^the nddst of life we are in death.*^ 
How appropriate to Ms. end L for in the midst of life 
and of health, ht was taken away at in a moment : 
yet we humblingly and eonsolingfy believe, that 
through rtdeeming love and mercy, he was prepared^ 
to receive tht awful summons; and that his spirit 
called from its earthly tabernacle, entered into tlie 
Joy of his Lord, and into everlasting rest. 

It was with satisfaction, the following:, memorandums^ 
were found after his decease, by way of Diary ; and 
though not regularly kept, the remarks being instruct 
tive„ and evincing the state of his mind at different 
periods, during the last few years of his life, it is 
hoped that the perusal of them will prove useful, and 
that the awful suddenness of the event, may make a 
profitable impression upon the minds of survivors, and 
evince the necessity of attending to the injunction ff 
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ike Great Maeter : ** Tkerrfmre be ye af$o remiy :for 
in iuch am hour as ye think not, ike Snn of Man 
eomeih." 

The remarks subjoined, on Election and Reproba* 
tion, have in one remarkable instance produced con' 
vietion of the unsoundness ^ that doettim, which 
teaches thai any are excluded by an irrevocable d^ 
tree, from working out their salvation sriA fear 
and trembling. It is, however^ proper to stoic, thai 
being the obssrvoHons of an individualy and writtets 
altogether in his private capacity, he onlyt, and nei 
the Society of which he was a member, can be smpli- 
eated in any thing he has said on that or any other 
subject. 



A DIARY, ifce?. 



6th Month, 19th^ 1813. 

** I WILL turn my hiand upon thee, (aa4 
purely pucge away thy drota, and take away 
all thy tin."* 80 be iiyO Lord, aaitk my soul! 

23ef. In afi opportanity this evening, I was 
afresh convinced of the benefit of silence above 
words. No remark was made by any Friend 
on the state of the individual case, until I at 
last ventured to eneourage her, by a few words, 
to express herself, if she felt any thing to com- 
municate ; and after some pause, she made an 
acknowledgment for her conduct, in a broken 
manAer, far more satisfactory than she had be« 

» I». i. 95. 
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fore done. May I more and more '^ learn in 
silence with all subjection." * 

7ih Mo. ISth. After dwelling for some days 
in a dry and barren sppt^ I was favored, on 
awaking this morning, to feel something of that 
contriting power, which ^^ bloweth where it 
Jisteth;' *» 

18/A. The Quarterly Meeting began here.^ 

19tfL In the Meeting for Discipline, I was 
afresh fully convinced of the loss sustained, by 
the improper backwardness of some qualified 
members, which often brings others, less quali- 
fied, too much forward into action. I felt great 
fear of being of the number of the latter class^ 
and was thereby, partly, prevented from speak- 
ing to a matter, which I had some cause to 
regret, yet on the whole was favored to feel a 
degree of tranquillity, with an earnest desire ta 
be enabled, more and more,, clearly to see when 
to speak and what to speak ; as well as when ta 
be silent. 

21^^. Several Friends attended our week-daj 
meeting this day; and we were remarkably 

» 1 Tim. ii. 11, * John iii. 8. 
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favoui*ed with the sweet flowings of gospel 
ministry, aad ferirent supplication, calculated^ 
as all true and living ministry must be, to draw 
the attention, not to the creature, but to the 
Creator, and to that power which is to be felt^ 
at favoured seasons, without the intervention of 
words; yet must be waited for until his owa 
time. 

SthMo.Sd. Our monthly meeting this day 
was attended by two friends, on their way to 
Cork monthly meeting, by appointment of the 
quarterly meeting. Many weighty remarks 
were dropped by them ; and in the previous 
Sitting for worship, one of them was concerned 
in a weighty manner, to revive the caution : 
*< Watch, therefore ; for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of Maii 
cometh."* 

Ath, Went to Cork, to attend their monthly 
meeting. In the evenini;, was drawn into a 
wish for retirement, but did not immediately 
give way thereto ; afterwards, when I had got 
alone, felt dry and poor for some time, but after 
a time of waiting, wast favoured with a degree 
of that contriting influence which cannqt b^ of 

« Mat. XXV, 13, 
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maii^ and which, I am well oonvinced, U Dot at 
my own command. Oh ! may I more and more 
prize and seek after such favours. ^^ Not every 
one that saith unto me, *' Lord, Lord, shall en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven, ,but he that 
doeth the will of my Father, who is in heaven."^ 

21th. In Waterford, in a sitting after breakr 
fast, a Friend feelingly and forcibly recom- 
mended the maintenance of a watchful, depen- 
dant frame of mind at all times, even when 
engaged in our outward business ; which would 
have a tendency, even in this respect, to enable 
us to conduct things in a more satisfactory 
way, and to the honour of the great name. 

129/A. I thought I felt, in both meetings, a de- 
gree of sincere desire to be enabled to profit by 
being there ; yet for want of maintaining the 
watch, my mind was too much '* busied here 
and there ;'' so that what I desired to retain, 
was suffered to escape. 

^th Mo, 6th. Since I made an^y remark herein, 
I have mostly appeared to myself to dwell in a 
land of drought; yetM times have been favoured 
with desires for preservation against the enei> 

• Mat, vii. 3U 
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ntes of my own house, tvhich ard many. They 
^* are lively and they are strong.*' *— This even- 
ings having given way to a desire for retiring 
after tea, I was favoured with a fresh and pre- 
cious feeling of ray own incapacity to withstand 
them ; and I trust, in some degree, humble<l 
under it. May I be favoured to keep in this 
safe habitation ! I was afresh convinced, that 
when the mind is kept in a quiet, humble state, 
even our outward afl&irs may be conducted to 
much more satisfaction., 

lOlh Mo. Ist. My mind was humbled, and iii 
degree comforted this morning, in reading the 
fore part of the 1 19th psalm. How can those who 
plead for sin, term of life, get over the thankful- 
declaration of the royal psalmist, verses 1st, !2d, 
and 3d : " Blessed are the undefiled in the 
way, who walk in the law of the Lord. Blessed 
are they that keep his testimonies, and that 
seek him with the whole heart. They also do 
no iniquity, they walk in his ways.'* Though 
I record these expressions, I have to acknow- 
ledge that poverty and weakness seem almost 
continually my allotment ; yet not without a 
desire at times to be quickened and strenthened, 
if the Lord sees meet; but may I not start 
aside in the day of probation ! 

» Pa. xxxviii. 19. 

▲ 6 



12 J. fisher's 

V2th Mo. 5th. This day an account was re^ 
ceived of the decease of dear William Wright, 
of Cork ; on hearings which my mitid was af- 
fected and humbled, under the contsideration of 
the loss sustained to the society, in the removai 
of this young man ; yet accompanied with a full 
persuasion, that He who doeth all things well, 
can send forth more labourers into his vine- 
yard. In both meetings tny mind was so beset 
with wanderings, to which I too much yielded, 
that it seemed almost impossible to get it fixed ; 
yet towards the close of the afternoon meeting, 
I was a little comforted in the remembrance of 
the declaration made to Paul : ^^ My grace Is 
sufficient for thee,** ^ 

6th. " Lord, save me," ** or I perish. 

2d Month, i^thy 1814. 
I have of late, in general, felt so poor and 
weak, and so stripped of any thing good, that I 
have, at times, felt as if I was almost ready to 
fall a prey to the devourer. In the forenoon 
meeting to-day, I was favoured with a desire 
still to be enabled to trust In Him, who has M 
power in his hands ; and a dear friend being in 
town, was concerned in both meetings, to en- 

* 2 Cor, xij. 9. b Mttti xiv. SO. 
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ccHirage those present to continue in a depen- 
dant, watchful, yet wrestling state ; and in the 
family this evening, several young persons be* 
ing present, he was led to speak in a most in- 
viting and encouraging manner to them. His 
visit brought to my remembrance the Apostle 
Paul being met by some brethren, on his try- 
ing journey towards Rome, ** whom, when 
Paul saw, he thanked God and took courage.'"" 

8M. In the meeting for worship this morning, 
I was a little humbled, and at .the same time 
consoled, in the remembrance of the experience 
of the Apostle Paul : ^^ I know that in me, that 
is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing ; for to 
will is present with me ; but how to perform 
that which is good, 1 find not." I find then* a 
law, that, when I would do good, evil is present 
with me.'* ^ May I be so fully sensible hereof 
iti my own experience, as a vailingly to cry out with 
him : ^^ Oh, wretched man that I am, who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death !" 

In the meeting for discipline, I was favoured 
with some little feeling of tenderness and thank- 
fulness; and having walked to Springfield in 
the evening, with a dear friend, after supper he 

* Acts xiviii. 15. ^ Rom. ?ii. 18, 31, 24. 
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was concerned to encourage those preaest im » 
palienty humble waiting and dependance, on tbe 
Great Source of all-sufficient help, in full dedi- 
cation and deyotedaess of soul tp all his rer 
joicings. I think I may truly say, that the 
earnest desire of my soul was at the time, and 
now is, that I may be favoured thus to dwell; 
but oh ! the difficulty of keeping here I 

llth. A Friend sat with us this forenoon, ia 
the course of a visit to the families of Friends 
here. She had to allude, in rather an encou- 
raging manner, to the growth and progress qf 
the most wdghty and valuable grain, wheat ; 
which after being sown and making some pro- 
gress, even so as to esliibit a promising green- 
ness, has to endure the pinching, nipping blasts 
of winter, accompanied perhaps by severe frost 
and snow ; yet it is sometimes reckoned that 
productive harvests succeed severe winters ; to 
which she compared the progress of the divine 
s^ed or principle in the4ieart. 

3d Mo. 2Sd. In our silent meeting this morn- 
ins^, I was favoured with some aspirations, af- 
ter a state of true humility and dependance. 

^l5^ Being in Cork, and having several 
matters to attend to, I almost gave up getting 
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to tlw we6k-day nceeiing ; but by a little exer- 
tion, noaniikged to get thiere, and ivas thankful 
for having done so, being favoured with some 
small degree of that contriting influence, which 
is beyond words* 

4th Mo. SOth. The yearly meeting in Dublin 
ended. In the various sittings thereof, we were 
favoured with much weighty communication, 
in the line of ministry ; and most of the sittings 
were solid, satisfactory seasons ; yet I found it 
very difBcult to keep my mind rightly centered. 
We had the company of S. Qrillet, of New- 
York, who had just returned from a visit to the 
Continent, and of several ministers from Eng- 
land. 

5th Mo. \st. The meetings this day were 
solid seasons ; and at an opportunity in the 
evening, my minc\ was much humbled ; Oh ! 
might 1 be but favoured to dwell here, in the 
lowly valley of humiliation ! 

Slst. On waking this morning, and also sit- 
ting in silence before 1 left my room, I felt 
strong desires lor preservation ; yet such is the 
frailty of nature, that, before breakfast time, I 
gave way to displeasure, against a person who 
1 thought had used me unhandsomely; and I 
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was even weak enough to show it : Oh ! for an 
increase of the true lamb- like nature ! 

dth Mo. 7th. John Goodierj of Morley, at- 
tended our monthly meeting, in the course of 
his visit to Friends of this nation. 

^^ Those that would reign with Christy must 
suffer with him." 

\ith. " A new commandment I give unto yon^ 
that ye love one anqther ; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another." » " This is my 
commandment, that ye love one another as I 
have loved you." ^ What is the nature, what 
is the degree of this love ? " Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends-." 

After breakfast this morning, while a portion 
of the scriptures, not apparently connected 
therewith, was reading, my mind was impressd 
with the above subject ; accompanied with some 
degree of conviction, that before we can be fully 
qualified to evince our love to our friends, by 
any outward acts of dedication on their behalf, 
there must be a laying down of our own wills ; 
a being, as it were, crucified with Christ. 

* John xiii. 3i. ^ John xv. 12, 13, 
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24ih, *^ If a man love me, he will keep my 
words." « He that loTeth me not, keepeth 
not my sayings." John xiv. 23, 24. What can. 
those, who plead for sin, term of life, say to 
tiiese declarations of the Lip of truth itself? 

'7th Mo. 2Sd. « In the midst of life we are in 
death.'* This day I got a fall by a plank turn- 
ing under me, and was in danger of falling 
against the end of a heap of bar iron ; but pro- 
videntially escaped without any material hurt. 
Is it not in mercy, that we are frequently re- 
minded of the uncertaioty of our time here ? 

Bih Mo. Mtlt. " It is of the Lord's mercies 
that we are not consumed, because his compas- 
sions fail not." a 

9th Mo. 18M. Whilst at sea these two days, 
returning from England, 1 have desired to hare - 
my mind in some degree stayed, on that pre- 
serving power whom winds and waves obey ; 
and have been favoured to feel tranquillity, 
though poor. The following lines have been 
brought to my mind with sweetness :— - 

** Not to mjr wish, hut to mj want, ^ 

** Do thoa thy gifts applj, 
« UnRsk'd, what good thou knowest, grant, 

« What ill, tho' ask'd, deny/' 

* Lam. iii. 33« 
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92d. Got safely home, and found my family 
well; for which favour I desire to feel truly 
thankful. 

I2th Mo. 6th. ^^ As the hart pauteth after the 
waterbrooksy so panteth my soul after thee, O 
(Sod ! My soul thitsteth for God, fqr the living 
God ; when shall I come and appear tbefore 
God V^ ^ In the sitting for worship of our 
monthly meeting this day, a precious degree of 
solemnity attended, in the recollection of these 
expressions ; and aspirations were raised in my 
heart, after that state of mind that would enable 
me truly to adopt them ; accompanied with a 
desire to be preserved in patience, through suf- 
fering, until ^^ all thy waves and thy billows ara 
gone over me." ^ 

Sth, JoHM 14--*23. ^' If a man love roe, he 
will keep my words ; and my FeUlier will love 
him ; and we will come unto him; and make our 
abode with him." Oh ! most gracious promise ! 
but let us observe the terms. 

llth. ^^ Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean." ® 

2d Month, m, 1815. 
*^ Why call ye me, Lord ! Lord ! and do not 

^ Ps. xlii. 1, %. b Pt. xlii. 7. « Mat. viii. 9. 
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the things which I say V Lt7KB vi. 46. 

28M. Oh, the weakness of nature, and the 
deceivableness of sin ! 

3J Mo. 8M. E. Coggeshall, from America, 
accompanied by some other Friends, attended 
our monthly meeting yesterday. In the sitting 
for worship we had much encouraging commu* 
nication ; and in the meeting for discipline the 
youth were addressed in a very beautiful man- 
ner. In a Friend^s family, after breakfast, we 
had a tendering opportunity together. Ohl 
may I profit as I should, by such unmerited 
favours ! 

12M. Measurably recollected in the forenoon 
meeting ; but in the afternoon, unwatchfulness 
and consequent dryness prevailed. 

• 19th. My uncle, John Abell, died about two 
o^cIock to-day. He had been for many years 
confined with the gout, and sufTered a great 
deal of pain with most uncommon patience, and 
even almost cheerfulness ; but I trust his trials 
were blest to him, and that through the operation 
of mercy, mixed with judgment, he was prepared 
to enter those regions, wherein there is no more 
pain, neither sorrow nor sighing. How much 
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more to be desired is the lot of poor Lazarus^ 
than that of ridi Dives : ^^ Son, remember that 
thou in thy life receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil thing«i; but nom he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented." Luke xvi. 
85. 

4kth Mo. 16M. In Dublin, in the forenoon 
meeting, through adorable mercy, I was fa- 
voured with a precious degree of that humbling 
yet consoling influence, which I well know is' 
not at my own command ; in the fiesh feeling 
whereof my soul was bowed in awfulness and 
thankfulness. 

29^A. How dangerous is it for ut to be ex^ 
po^ed io temptation ! but, oh 1 the unspeakable 
advantage of knowing and attending to the 
Divine Monitor within, that teacher, which can- 
not be removed into a corner. May I increase 
ingly cultivate an intimate acquaintance with 
its gentle, yet certain monitions ! 

6/^ Mo. Uth. " It is of the Lord*s mercies, 
that we are not consumed, because his compas- 
sions fail not ; they are new every morning ; 
great is thy faithfulness."' "^ 

* Lam. iii. 22, 23. 
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ISth. I wns at meeting at Garryroan with 
two Friends, and dined with them at RihilL 
After dinner, they sweetly addressed a newly 
married couple, during which I was favoured 
with tenderness ; and one of them had after- 
wards a few words of encouragement to me to 
persevere. Oh ! may I be enabfed to do so ; 
for surely it is totally out of my own power, 
lYithout conUnued gracious assistance from on 
high. 

'' Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for those that love 
him.'** What is here meant by loving the 
Lord? " If a man love me, he will keep my. 
words : and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him and make our abode with 
^him."^ 

nth Mo. 17 th. At our quarterly meeting, be- 
ing on a committee respecting Elders, I at- 
tended under much discouragement ; but soon 
after sitting down, my mind was arrested by the 
expressions : " He that walketh in darkness, 
and hath no light, let him trust in the name of 
the Lord, and stay upon his God." ** May I 
more and more be enabled to do so ! 

A 1 Cor. ii. 9. * John xiv. 23. « If. 1. 10. 
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Sth Mo. ith. For some time past, weakness 
and Mrant of resolution in the best things^ 
have been sorrowfully prevalent. This day, as 
I rode along the road, the declaration of the 
Apostle was brought to ray remembrance, and 
in the feeling thereof my mind was in degree 
hutnbled and tendered, viz. '^ That God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself; not 
imputing their trespasses unto them.'^ * S ureLy 
it is and must be all his own work. Man of 
himself, or in his own will, can do nothing for 
himself therein : it is ^^ not by works of righte* 
ousness which we have done ; but according to 
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of re- 
generation -y^ not as some falsely imagine, by 
an instantaneous conversion, but by the re^ 
" newing of the Holy Ghost."*' 

5th, " I will be as the dew nnto Israel."c 
Tliis day, riding over the mountain from 
Clonmel, all within me was humUed under ^ 
feeling sense of the unbounded love and mercy 
of our heavenly Father ; yet when such seasons 
of favour are over, it often seems almost as hard 
to recur to the feelings which have been at- 
tendant, as it is to trace the effects of the dew 
when apparently evaporated by the beat of the 

• S Cor, V. 19, 1> Ti»08 iii. 5. « Hosea xi?. 5^ 
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sun ; yet each has undoubtedly a gracious and 
benign, though secret, effect. 

This has been a memorable day to my soul,, 
flind one to be remembered as a day of renewed 
espousal ; the Lord, in his mercy, again break- 
ing in upon me, with the sweet incomes of his 
love and Hfie-giving presence ; so that the lan- 
guage was brought to my recollection : " Eat, 
O friends ! drink, yea, drink abundantly, O 
beloved !" * In the secret of my soul, I would 
adopt the language : ^* This is the day which 
the Lord hath made ; we will rejoice and be 
glad in it." ^ But the caution nm through my 
mind, to " rejoice with tremWing." ^ xhe 
covenant Jacob made at Bethel, was brought 
to my remembrance ; but I felt unwilling to at- 
tempt to m^ke any terms for myself in any 
reject. Such was the feeling of Divine feivour 
and consolation vouchsafed, that I could com- 
mit myself as into the hands of a faithful 
Creator ; saying : Lord, I am in thy hands, do 
with me what aeemeth good unto thee : feeling 
that his loving kindness is better than great 
riches. Oh may I walk worthy of such un- 
merited favours ! 

7rA. A pretty peaceful day. Desires for pre- 
• Cmnt, ?. 1. * Pfc cxviii, 24, « Ps. ii. 11, 
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seryation have atieoded, and for a more close' 
acquaiDtance with the Beloved of Saujs ; whose^^ 
voice 18 sweet and his countenance comely. 

lith. This afternoon, as I sat at my business 
in the office, a feeling of tenderness and contri- 
,tion was almost suddenly vouchsafed. What 
an inestimable favour ! though it continued but 
a short time ; perhaps from my own unwatch-^ 
fulness. 

22d. For some time past I have been getting 
through Samuel Scott*s Diary, by occasionally 
reading it, a little at a time ; and think it a 
work well deserving serious reading and atten* 
tion. Last night at bed-tim^, though I had 
.been engaged in writing till a pretty late hour, 
and felt well disposed to go to rest. I gave 
way to an inclination to read a small portion of 
it, as I sat upon my bed-side nearly undressed. 
Serious feelings were produced, and a degree 
of tenderness covered my spirit, under the feel- 
ing whereof, I ventured to kneel as in the pre- 
sence of that Great and Gracious Being who 
governs all things ; and was enabled, I trust, in 
a good degree of sincerity and humility, to 
pour out my soul before Him ; not in any direct 
or verbal petition for specific favours; but in 
strong mental, and I hope heartfelt aspirationa 
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after his protection and preservation, from the 
many dangers and besetments ivherewith I am 
surrounded. After this I was enabled to lie 
down peacefully, and thought 1 could in a pre* 
eious degree, adopt the language : " Whom have 
J in heaven but thee, and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside Thee.^* '^ 

TenderQe9s again covers. my mind as I write, 
imder a sense of the goodness of the Almighty, 
to his poor, weak, frail creature man. Well 
might the Psalmist exclaim^: ^^ When I consider 
thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars which thou hast ordained : what 
is man that thou art mindful of him ; and the 
fion of man that thou visitest him ?'' ^ 

Qth Mo. Ath. Having unexpectedly some con- 
versation this evening with a Calvinist, he 
acknowledged to me, that he believed those 
who were once converted and favoured with the 
'Visitation of Grace, could never fall therefrom ; 
that, " once in Grace, they were always in 
Grace ;^' and spoke of his own experience, or 
awakening as he called it, in terms of satisfac- 
tion and confidence, as though he thought all 
Vf3» safe ; yet, from what I have heard of him, 

» P». Ixxiii, 25, ^ Ps. viii. 3. 
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I fear he is not a strtetly moral man, and has 
frequently been overtaken mth excess in d«nk- 

'Though I did not like to say much to him on 
4he subject, yet it has claimed some dioiight 
«since, and several Scripture etqiressions have 
been brought to my remembrance. I have con- 
fiidered -ihat although it is said •. " There is 
therefore now no condemnation to Ihose that 
«re in Christ Jesus^*^ yet this is not \vithottt a 
definition or limitation, to enable us to judg^ 
whether we are «o in Him ; for it is added, 
"who walk not after the flerii, bat after the 
Spirit.^ And, oh ! may noneTest satisfied, or 
make themselves easy, supposing that they 
have already attained to this state, without be- 
ing convinced, by bringing their deeds to the 
•true light, whether they aro'SO walking. ^* If 
ye live after the flesh, ye shall die ; but if ye, 
through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shaU live.^* ^^ For as many as are led 
t)y the Spirit of Gh>d, they are the sons of God." 
Here is a touchstone ! ** Jf any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." « The 

Spirit itself hoareth witness wi*h our spirits, 
fthat we are the ishildf en <rf God, and if chil- 

* Rom. viii. 1. 



dren, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint \iAv» 
with Christ ;** but uotind again the terms, **ifsQ 
be that ye suffer with Wpi; that we may be glo- 
rified togeth^,*' 

The Apostle had previously laid down his 
ideas of the state of purity into which those 
Yfere introduced, who had attained to this state 
of perfection, which we as a people fully allovor 
to be possible; but whieh it is to be feared 
many flatter themselves to have attained, who 
do not sufficiently prove themselves by the true 
marks : " Know ye not, that so many of us as 
were baptised into Jesus Christ, were baptised < 
into his death ? therefore we are buried with him 
by baptism into death ; that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life ;" * " knowing this that 
our old man is crucified with himy that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth 
we should not serve sin." "Being thenipade 
free from sin^ ye became the servants of righte* 
ousness." " But now being raade/ree/rom sin, 
and become servants to God, ye have your fruit 
unto holiness; and the end everlasting life." 
" Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we 
keep bis commandments. He that saith I know 

» Rom. y'u 3-^18— -23. 1 Jobh ii. 3, &c« 

B. 2 



28 J. fisher's 

him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, 
«nd the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth 
his word, in him verily is the love of God per- 
fected : hereby know we that we are in him. 
He that siiith he abideth in him, ought himself 
also to walk even as he walked.'' 

See also the 3d chapter from 1st to 10th 
verse. " Whosoever abideth in him sin- 
neth not ; whosoever siniieth hadi not seen him ; 
neither known him. Little children, let no man 
deceive you f ' let no man persuade you to take 
up a rest, short of the true rest ; to satisfy your- 
selves short of that perfection to which ye are 
called. Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
father who is in heaven is perfect, Mat. v. 48. 
*' Little children, let no man deceive you ; he 
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as 
he is righteous. He that committeth sin is of 
the devil. Whosoever is born of God, doth 
not commit sin ; for his seed remaineth in him ; 
and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 
In this the children of God are manifest, and 
the children of the devil ; whosoever doeth not 
righteousness, is not of God, neither he that 
loveth not his brother. We know that whosoever 
is born of God, sinneth not ; but he that is be- 
gotten of God, keepeth himself, and that wicked 
one touchcth him not."* 

* 1 John iii. 7, &c. 
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9M Mo. 10th. First day. I sat down in 
meeting this morning, with my mind seriously 
impressed, and was favoured to maintain tiie 
watch more than at some other times. It ha» 
sometimes appeared to me in meetings as if tlie 
presence of the Lord filled the house, or in- 
deed might strictly be said to ^^ fill all space ;'^ 
but in order to our partaking thereof, or being 
filled therewith, we must first be emptied of 
every thing else. A number of scripture ex- 
pressions were brought to my recollection, or 
seemed to flow through my mind ; and I thought 
1 could, with some degree of truth, apply them 
to myself: "My souUongeth, yea, even fainteth 
for the courts of the Lord ; my heart and my 
flesh crieth out for the living God.'* " For a 
day in thy court is better than a thousand'* 
[elsewhere.] " 1 had rather be a door-keeper 
in the house of my God,, than to dwell in th» 
tents of wickedness." * 

When favoured with the feeling of the fatherly 
kindness and regard of our Almighty helper, 
how is the poor soul enabled to repose itself 
thereon, and to exclaim as David did, when 
sorely tried with outward conflicts and opposi- 
tion : " Why boasteth thou thyself in mischief, 

» Ps. Ixxxiv. 2—10. 

B 3 
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O mighty man ! the goodness of God'enduretb 
continually.'' * 

Surely nothing in this World is to be com- 
pared^ in any degree, to the self-abasing, yet 
soul-enlivening feeling, of the tender notice and 
regard of the Great Shepherd of Israel. How 
does it delight and overcome the poor soul with 
ecstacy, as described by one formerly in the 
language of tlie spouse : " I charge you, O 
daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved, 
that ye tell hi'm that I am sick of love." ** In 
this state, however desirable the sensible feeling^ 
of the presence of the Beloved of Souls is to us, 
yet it is feelingly experienced that his time is. 
not always ; and a desire is begotten and main- 
tained, patiently to keep on the watch and wait 
for Hii: time, which is always the best time : " I 
charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem ! by the 
roes and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir 
not up, nor awake my love, till he please." * 
Whilst I write these remarks, tenderness covers 
my mind ; and a desire is raised that I may 
never be induced to deck myself with the Lord^s 
jewels, or ascribe any thing to myself as a crea- 
ture. " Not unto us, O Lord ! not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory ; for thy mercy, ajid 
for thy truth's sake." d 

Pa, lii 1, ^ Cant. ▼. 8, « Cant. il. T. * Ps. cxv. 1* 
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II th Aa acknaiYledgnient seems due for xm-- 
merited assistance, in throwing off the burden^ 
of some feelings which have at times attended:,, 
towards au iudiij:idtial undei: deep trials* of va^ 
rious sorts. At my brother's reqjLiest or propo- 
sition, I' called on her wlUi him tliis eyening, to 
m.ention a matter which we had seen in her fa^ 
mily ; and with some difGculty we obtained aci< 
interview, ^le not being, very well* While to- 
gether, my mind became solidly impressed with 
a desire to address her; but a fear attended of 
attemptingjt without sufficient clearness, or its 
being really required.. As I was fearful to move,, 
and yet also afraid to miss such an opportunity, 
my mind was^ brought into some degree of 
anxiety about it ; but being favoured tb feel 
resigned either to speak or be silent, it appeared 
best for me to venture on a few expressions, in 
the simplicity and freedom of friendship, which, 
appeared to be agreeably received ;. and I came* 
away much relieved.. 

l2tL I set ontthi^momihg, in a heavy feg;, 
to go U> Lismore, but it gradually cleared 
away; apnd- when I got to tlie top of the hill 
beyond two mile bridge, ttc sun shone- in full 
lustre -y. and i think I never witnessed a more 
deliichtful marning> The scene altogether was^ 
such as awakened em,Qtioas of the most gratifying. 

B 4 



32 J. FISHBR^S 

kind ; and I was favoured to lift up my heart 
toiivards that great and good Being who goTerna 
all things. Not long afterwards, on the road, 
I was again favoured to taste of the sweet in- 
comes of his love, in a manner that bowed down 
my soul in humility before Him. O bow un« 
worthy am I of such favoiurs I 

15/A. In an appointed meeting in this place^ 
the friend was engaged in solemn suppli- 
cation, and afterwards in close and searching 
testimony ; under which I was favoured with 
some tender feelings; yet such is my weak- 
ness, that a few hours afterwards I gave way 
to a considerable degree of warmth of temper 
and expression, towards a person who had used 
me unhandsomely ; and I was led into a state of 
mind far from that wisdom which is from above V 
but have still cause of thankfulness that I did 
not afterwards feel easy or comfortable under 
it; and on seriously looking at the subject, I 
concluded it would be right for me to go and 
inform him how 1 felt, but not meeting with him 
at home, I am desirous that the feeling may be 
continued or renewed, and that I may have 
resolution to gp again and ^o the subject jus- 
tice, however humiliating. 

iith. A dull and trying day. Trying dif- 
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ficuUies seem to impqnd outwardly, . and there 
seemed hardly strength to collect' the perplexed 
and wanderinp^ mind, so as to look rightly, much 
Jess flee to the city of refuge ; until near the 
close of the evening meeting, when some little 
degree of solid feeling and tenderness was ex- 
perienced in the recollection of the expression : 
*^ Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory, witli exceeding joy ; to 
tlie only wise God our ^aviour^ be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and for 
ever, Amen."* 

25th. How can any person who has attended 
to the motions of good and evil in his own 
mind, harbour the idea that there is any over- 
ruling, absolute power governing our actions, 
in consequence of a previous decree or pre- 
destination ? Is it not clearly evident to every 
thoughtful person, who has not, by previous 
obstinacy and rebellion, quenched the motion of 
the Holy Spirit of Grace, in the secret .of his 
heart, that when temptation to evil is presented, 
tliere is, as it were, a rising of something in the 
mind against it, some doubt, at least, of the 
propriety of joining in with the suggestion ; if 

'1 Judc 2t. 
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not a clear conviction that it ought to be avoided 
and withstood; and if this Divine witness again«t 
sin hath been joined with, in it« first motions, 
has there not laeen found a pos^bility and ca- 
' pability of withstanding the temptation, and in 
the language of candu(3t saying : " Get thee 
behind nae, Satan ;" according to the declara- 
tion of the Apostle : " God is faithful, wha will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able, but will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.^ 
1 Cor. X. 13. Our adversary, however, may well 
indeed be said to be unwearied. Oh, how does 
he hunt as " after the precious life !" and while 
he is allowed any footing ; while there ia any 
degree of looking with complacency at the for- 
bidden fruit, any doubt allowed to remain on 
the mind, whethv we might not, this, once, ven- 
ture ,to taste, even in « limited and cautious 
way, the darling gratification,, he continues to 
follow us, again and again watching to present 
it to our imaginations, perhaps in fresh colours, 
or newly gilded,, to make it attractive;, and. if,, 
through un^vatchfulness, we suffer ourselves, ta 
be allured and caught by his bait„ what remorse 
and self-reproach is the consequence ! not the- 
feeling of having been impelled by any irresist:- 



Me impulse without us, but that of haTln^, 
iveakly, or perhaps wantonly, throwuvaway our 
armour, wilfully played the rebel^ and joihfed' 
ourselves to the enemies^ of our God^. and' of our 
own souFs happiness : ^' Let no man say when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of Grod ; for God 
eannot be tempted with evil^ neither tempteth 
he any man. But every man is tempted when 
he is drawn away of his own lusts and^ ea«-- 
ticed," 

27M. This morning I awoke early, and as !> 
lay in bed my mind turned toward that merciful 
Being, in whose hands are the issues from death,. 
I witnessed a degree of prostration of soul be« 
fore him^ and- desiresr that my- will might be^ 
fully crucified, and in all things given up to his 
will; I was favoured with some view of the 
boundless mercy of redeeming love, and saw 
that if I had been preserved from some gross evib 
into which others have fallen, it has not been 
of myself, but through his mercy, who, '^whilst 
we weie yet sinners, ^ied for us, that he might 
bring us unto God ;'' and in the feeling, of my 
own unworthiness, I was enabled, I trust in 
sincerity, to adopt the language of one formerly : 
** lam not worthy that thou ahouldst come un- 
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der ray roof ; but speak the word only, and thjf 
servant shall be healed." • 

28///. In Cork. — Intending to come home 
this evenmg^ and having som6 business to 
attend to Tvbich I was net able to get done be- 
fore breakfast, I gave up getting to meeting, 
lest there might not be time to get through all 
80 as to be home to-night ; but after having 
turned my back on the meeting-house, and 
come some distance from it, I did not feel quite 
easy, so went back and got there rather late. 
I was favoured with some tendering impres- 
sions, and after meeting, got my businss agree- 
ably done, and arrived safely at home before it 
was quite dark. I do believe that if we were 
simple enough, and in all cases allowed the best 
things to have the precedency, way wopld often 
be made for us, even where we can see no 
way. 

lOthMo. 2d. "The grace of God that bring- 
cth salvation, hath appeared to all men j teach- 
ing us," that is, all who are willing to be taught 
by it, all who give ear to its dictates, " that,, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this pre- 

« Matt. viii. 8, 
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sent world." ^ If then this f^raee-is wtiversafy 
why are not all saved ? " In. all their aitlictions 
he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence 
saved them. In his love and in. his pity he re- 
deemed them, and he bare them and carried 
them all the days of old. But they rebelled and 
vexed his holy spirit ; therefore he was turned 
to be their enemy, and he fought against them." ^ 
^* His citizens hated him, and sent a message 
after him, saying : We will not have this man 
to reign over us." ^ " To whom our fathers 
would not obey, but thrust him from them, and 
in their hearts turned back again into Egypt." d 
" That was the true light which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world." <* And of 
his fulness have all we received." ® But if men 
shut their eyes, the light of the sun cannot be 
"of use to them ; if they stop their ears, they will 
not hear. " They are like the deaf adder, that 
stoppeth her ear : which will not hearken to the 
Toice of charmers, charming ever so wisely." * 
" All have heard, but all have not obeyed." 

llth. Favoured in meeting to-day with some 
sense of my own unworthiness, under the feel- 
ing whereof aspirations arose to the Father of 

• Tirus ii. 11, 12. ^ Is. Uiii. 9, 10. ^ Luke xix. 14. 
* Acts vii. 30. « John i. 9. IC. ^ Ps. Iviii, J, 5. 
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Mercteir, Divers expressions of the 51st psalm 
were brought to my reeoUectioD,^ and I thought 
I could and did, in sinceiity, adopt them as my 
own : ^^ Behold, thou desirest truth in the in- 
vrard parts ; and in the hidden part, thou shalt 
make roe to know wisdom. Purge me with 
hysop, and I shall be clean ; wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear 
joy and gladness, that the bones which thou 
hast broken may rejoice. Wash me thoroughly 
from mine iniquity ; cleanse me from njy sin. 
Create in me a clean hearty () God ! and renew 
a right spirit in me. Then will I teach trans- 
gressors thy ways, and sinners shall be con- 
verted unto thee.*' 

How precious, how inestimably precious, arer 
the Sacred Scriptures ; even the smallest por- 
tion of them, when divinely opened and im- 
pressed on the mind ; but they still, as ever, 
remain sealed, as with seven seals, to the wis- 
dom and prudence of this world. •* The world 
by wisdom knows not God." * May I more and 
more press after and be favoured to witness the 
babe-like state, to which the mysteries of the 
heavenly kingdom, are from time to time opened ; 
but it is oikly the Lion of the tribe of Judak 

• iCof, i. 1, 21, 
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that can open the book or loose the seals 
thereof. 

I2th, I am free now to note^ that Mrhilst pen- 
ning the aboTe last ni^ht, my mind was again 
brought into contrition before Him, unto whom 
belong the " issues from- death," * and I was 
permitted to taste of the reality there is in the 
truth, and to see witii indubitable clearness that 
•* it is good for me that I have been afflicted.'* *» 
How transcendently do such feelings surpass 
all the paltry enjoyments which' tliis world af- 
fords! how does the smallest crumb from the 
master's table, strengthen and invigorate the 
poor soul ; and create a true Willingness to wait 
in patience, till the times of refresliing are again 
permitted from his presence. Oh, saith my 
soul, may ^^ neither height, nor depth, nor things 
present, nor things to com^, h% able to separate 
me from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord !'* « 

18M. On the 14th I left home to attend the 
Quarterly Meeting at Waterford. Some out- 
ward discouragements made me rather doubtful 
about going, and I was particularly desirous 
that when there I might keep in the quiet, and 

» Pfl. Ixf iii« 90 ^F% eiis» 7 f. < Rom. viii. 98> $9. 
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as much out of view as I could, as to any intcr^ 
ference in the Discipline ; yet, being a Repre- 
sentatlye, I was apprehensive friends raight 
look to lue as Clerk, which proved to be so 
much the case that 1 bad to submit to the ap- 
pointment. — I remembered the experienee of 
one formerly : *^ I can do all things through 
Christ who strengtheneth me;'*^ and I was 
sincerely desirous to be strengthened to perform 
the service thus laid upon me, to the satisfaction 
of friends and good of the cause ; and being 
preserved in a good degree of humility, I was 
enabled to get through with some satisfaction. 
The Quarterly Meeting was on the whole a 
season of favour ; and this evening I was fa- 
voured to get home safely in good time, though 
the day was very discouraging, and found my 
family well ; for which additional mercy I desire 
to be made tridy thankful. 

22ndy In the morning meeting to-day, I was 
favoured with some solid sensations : In the 
evening poverty was: my portion ; but not that 
poverty of spirit to which the blessing is at- 
tached. 

IVhMo^Uth. The Qalvinistic doctrines of 
election and perseverance which seem so much 

" Phil. iv. 13, 
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to gain ground amongst the serious religiously 
disposed Protestants, have often of late occupied 
my mind. It is much to be feared that the ene- 
my of man's happiness, availingly makes use of 
this bait to draw aside many who have begun 
well, and to keep them back from following on 
in the way of the cross, persuading them that 
they have " already attained ;" * that they are 
" sealed to the day of redemption," — that because 
*^ the Lord hath loved them with an everlasting 
love,*' and ^^ with- loving kindness hath drawn 
them, even when they were far from him,'* 
<^ therefore," as an anonymous author expresses 
himself, ^^ having brought me nigh through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, he will pre- 
serve me to the end, as much by his invarying 
truth, as he led me at first by his spontaneous 
mercy. He himself must, and I doubt not will, 
enable me to receive the cup of salvation, and 
to call upon his holy name, as my Lord and my 
God." — How like is this to the language of 
presumption, or at least what a danger there is 
that such an one may be uiduced to take up a 
rest short of the true rest. 

In meeting this morning, several texts of 
scripture were brought to my remembrance 

» Phil. iii. h. 
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ivhich seemed relevent ta this subject ;, and iC 
appeared to m^ that although there is a possi* 
biltty of attaining to a state o£ acceptance, of 
stability, of election, from which we c^not faH, 
yet this is a irery hig)i attainment, and not to be 
presumed OB, in our own. wills, or creaturely sup- 
positions* " Him that overcometh wiH I make a 
pillar in the temple of my God ;. and he shall go 
no more out," • — here me see there must first he 
an overcoming ; " They that are Christ* s, have 
crucified the flesli, with the affections and lusts," »» 
** I am crucified with Christ : ncYertheless I- 
live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : and 
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.!^^ . Have we so overcome ? 
Are we thus crucified with Christ ? Are our 
wills slain aud centered in the Diviae will, with^ 
all the afiections and lusts > If '' the Spirit of 
God beareth witness with our spints,"^ that we 
have thus attained, then, indeed, may we hope 
*' tliat neither death, nor life,, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers,, nor tilings present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us> 
from the love of God whlc^ is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord ;" — yet, *' let liim that thinketh. he 
standeth, take heed lest lie fall." ^ 

» Ucv. iii. 12. ^ GaL r. 24. « GaK it. 2(k 
^ Uo*B. viii. Sa. • 1 Cor. x. 12* 
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I2th Mo. ISth. Having several times lately 
felt an inclination, to take an opportunity of 
some conversation with a young woman, who I 
think seems in danger of being hurt, from taking 
offence or prejudice against Friends, on account 
of their dealing with a near relative, I ventured 
to propose an interview with her this evening, 
which was readily granted; but while we sat 
together for some time in silence, I felt so com- 
pletely stripped, and the subject so taken from 
me, that nothing at all seemed to open res])ect- 
ing it. In this state I tiiought it would be quite 
unsafe to attempt to move, and remembering 
the advice : ", If any man among you seemeth 
to be wise in this world, let him become a fool 
that he may be wise ;" • I was made willing to 
appear as a fool, rather than venture in my own 
will and time. Oh may I experience the na- 
tural will to be more and more crucified ! 

1st Moiithy Sd, 1816. 

Poverty and dryness have of late been much 
my portion ; yet not without some faint desires 
after good. Retirement and abstraction from 
the world, have not been sufficiently sought af- 
ter or attended to; and when, at times, a feeling 
of want, and of my utter inability to keep my* 

» 1 Cor. iii, ]8» 
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self, has been so far Youchsafed, as to bring* me 
to venture on my knees, as in the presence of 
Him who sees us as we really are, and who 
** knoweth what things we have need of before 
we ask him/' 1 have been preserved from ut- 
tering words without life ; but have been en- 
abled at times to prostrate myself before him, 
with some degree of faith, that in his own time 
he can replenish the thirsty soul. Last evening 
I was led mentally to crave the blessing of pre* 
servation ; and in the night I dreamed that two 
ministering friends came to the house, and that, 
very soon after, 1 found myself in company with 
them ; one of tliem addressing me in the lan- 
guage of the Psalmist : *' Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way ? By taking heed 
thereto according to thy word," * was led to 
speak in an encouraging manner. I thought, in 
my dream, that Ii/vas in a very comfortable 
frame of mind ; and, on awaking, a precious de- 
gree of tenderness remained on my spirit, with 
desires that the merciful intimation might have 
a due effect in quickening to more diligence and 
watchfulness. Some traces of this feeling were 
preserved or renewed on my mind, in our meet- 
ing this morning i which seemed to me a more 
solid time than we sometimes experience : ** For 

a Ps. cxix. 9. 
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God sppaketh once, yea, twice, yet man per« 
cciveth it not -, in a dream, in a \i8ioo of the 
night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in 
slumberings upon the bed. Then he openeth 
the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction." » 

9th. '^ Not unto us, O Lord ! not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy and for 
thy tmth's sake/^ b 

31 9^. ^^ From the uttermost part of the earth 
have we heard songs, even glory to the righteous. 
But I said my Leanness, my leanness; wo unto 
me ! the treacherous dealers have dealt trea- 
cherously, yea, the treacherous dealers have 
dealt very treacherously." ** Fear, abd the pit, 
and the snare, are upon thee, O inhabitant of 
the earth !'* c 

2d Mo. ^tL At our Monthly Meeting this day, 
we had the acceptable company of a friend, who 
has lately been acknowledged a Minister. He 
was led to speak veiy encouragingly to a deeply 
tried remnant amongst us ; to hold on their way 
in humility and devotedness of mind. And at 
an opportunity at my Sister's in the evening, he 
was .again favored both in testimony and suppli- 

* Job xxxiii. 14, &c; *> Fl. cxv. 1. ^ is. xxiv. Ig, 17. 
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cation, I have many times of late been led to 
reoollect the stripped, tried situation to ipvhich 
David was reduced, and this fearful exclamation : 
<^ 1 shall BOW perish one day by the hand of 
SauV » yet no doubt, I ought to consider it a 
favor, to feel and know, that in this state of dan- 
ger and dismay, I can do nothing to save my- 
self. May I tlien be led, more fully and unre-> 
servedly, to cast myself and my all upon Him, 
who still caretb for his own, and who has all 
power both in heaven and on earth, 

lUh. Oh ! the weakness— the treachery of the 
buQian heart ! 

IStk, Notwithstanding many defilemente of 
flesh and spirit, I was led in the tnorning meet- 
ing, to remember Him who was compared to a 
refiner's fire and fuller's soap. How invaluable 
are the sacred writings ! How different from 
any thing this world can afford, are the feelings, 
at times vouchsafed, in a humble dilig;ent perusal 
of them ! 

2%th. Give not credit to report upon conjec- 
ture, neither report to the hurt pf any. I have 
been strongly convinced this evening, of the ina- 

» 1 Sam, ixfii, 1. 
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propriety of eyen entarjtainiDg an «vil surmise of 
the conduct t)f the absent. We stiould not con- 
demn any one unheard ; and how v«ry cautious 
then^ ou|^ht we to be of repeating our supposi- 
tionsy or even allowing them to operate an the 
minds of others* O ! for mojie caution in ihiu, as 
:well as in other xespeets ! 

3rf Mo. 21*t On my way to Pilltown Mill 
this morning, in passingthrough afield of Wheat, 
ihe expressions occurred to my mind: '^ Behold 
the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit 
of the earth, and hath long patience for it ; until he 
^receives the early and the latter rain. Be ye also 
patient. Stablish your hearts'-^ » How precious 
a single sentenee of Scripture, when diifinely 
t)pened on the mind ! I was led into a ^ery un- 
expected train of reflection, under which my 
mind became contrited ; and I was made feeling- 
ly to see and to acknowledge my utter incapa- 
'city and helplessness, without divine aid, from 
time to time, freshly impsui^d from on lugh. 

2ith. In the morning Meeting I was favored 
with somesolid sensations; and mental aspirations 
arose to the Fountain of good. '* Bless the 
Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me 

» Jsmef r. 8« 



48 J. FISHElU 

bless his holy name ! BLess the Lord, O my 
f oul, and forget not all bis benefits V^'^ 

Ath Mo. 9ith. Arrived safely at home after 
attending the Quarterly Meeting at Clonmel. 
A season of favour, ivherein doctrine flowed as 
a stream, and feelings of good immediately im- 
parted, were, at times vouchsafed. 

5th Mo, ith. ^^ If thou, Lord, shouldst mark 
iniquity, O Lord, who shall stand ! But 
there is forgiveness with .Ihee, that thou mayst 
be feared.'' " With the Lord there is mercy, and 
with him is plenteous redemption."^ 

^th Mo. Ut. *' Search me, O God ! and know 
my heart ; try me and know my thoughts. And 
see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting." ® 

2d, What deep humility ! what abasedness 
of self! what feeling of the value and of the ne- 
cessity of a Saviour, are pourtrayed in the Ac* 
count of the poor sinner formerly who washed 
the Redeemers' feet with tears, and wiped them 
with the hairs of her head ; and though the op- 
portunity of any ^uch outward or personal act 

» P5. ciii. 1. ^ P8. cxu. S6c7, c Ps. cxuix. 23 & S4. 
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it now denied us, yet how necessary it is for ui 
to be brought to a siuular state of mind* 

2Ut. Our state here may be compared to that 
of a besieged City, closely invested at all points, 
by an active^powerfuly and vigilant ene^y, who, 
even though thie Citadel, the heart, may be 
strongly garr1soned,and determined to withstand 
bis efforts to the utmost, yet he is not thereby 
deterred or prevented, from the most attentive, 
persevering, and constantly renewed attempts on 
the sentinels and outposts ; and if he find he 
cannot succeed by open and direct attacks, how 
indefatigfl^ble is he to take advantage of our dis- 
positions and propensities, generally trying the 
weakest part, yet sometimes taking us by sur- 
prise in the point whidi we thought well secured 
and were too confident of ; how dangerous 
tbm is it for us at all to parley, or give him any 
footing! If we are suffieiently watchftil, we 
AM be enabled to discover his first motions, 
and then is the time for us resolutely to with- 
etand, *^ resisting unto blood; striving against 
eiii.*** But if we find in ourselves any, the 
smallest inclination to close in with the tempter, 
to relax in our opposition, and to suffer hi» 
encroachment, let us be timely and earnest iA 

» Heb« Jiii. 4« . 
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sending our secret messengers, our sincere 
heartfelt aspirations, to the Throne of Grace^ 
that He would ^^ send us help from the sanctutir j, 
and strengthen ns out of Zion.*'^ And if we find 
ourselves in danger of being overpowered, in- 
stead of weakly and tamely submitting to be led 
captive at his will and pleasure ; let us flee for 
our lives, and throw ourselves where help is to 
be found. 

^th Mo. 9d. A friend attended our Monthly 
Meeting this day, and was very acceptably en- 
gaged amongst us, in a tender broken manner ; 
** a word fitly spoken," remains to be, ** like ap- 
ples of gold in pictures of silver."*' — In the sit- 
ting for worship, some sensations were attendant 
of my own unworthiness, and of the unbounded 
mercy and loving kindness of the Great Shep- 
herd. O may I be enabled, through the purify- 
ing operations of his power, though it be appli- 
ed as a hammer to break in pieces my stony and 
rebellious heart, to enter in by the door into the 
^heep folii !;--that I may be of the blessed nunir 
ber who know his voice and follow him ; *' and, 
vfben he putteth forth his own sheep ho goelh 
liefore them."^ 

' 4fA;'MIow excellent is thy lotid^ kindness, O 
• Tsixx, 3. ^ ProT. XX?. 11 • John x. 4* 



God ! therefore the sons of men put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings."* 

lOtk Mcl^h. On sittings down in Meeting 
to-d«iy, my mind became seriously affected ; and 
I was strengthened, in some small degree^ fo 
maintain the watch. — The blessing pronounced 
on the poor in spirit was brought to my remem- 
brance. 1 also recollected the prayer of Augur; 
and was desirous to be aUe truly and from my 
heart to adopt it. ** Give me neither poverty 
nor riches; feed me with food conyenient fot 
me;"^ O ! the safety of tlus state of medio* 
<»rity^ both spiritually and temporally ! 

After I wrote the foregoing, at bed-timct 
haTing ventured on my knees at the bed-side^ 
1 was enabled to look towards his holy temple. 
How greatly does feeling surpass words, but 
how much more difficult to come at 1 

llth Mo. IQtlu Oh t for more of the lamb« 
like disposition of him, *' who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again ; when he suffered, he 
threatened not ; but committed himself to Him 
that judgeth righteously.^% I have often ob- 
served how great an advantage those have, 

. i Pa. xsxvl 7. ^ Prov. zxx, 8. « 1 Pet. ii. SS. 
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who 'ftre 8# nodi 'Oii their guard, as to^maiotaiji 
strict calmness, afid ooofaiess of temper under 
provoking eircumstances ; and, on the oth^ 
hand, what a loss and disad^lmtage-it k toghre 
i^wf to any severe or petulent expressions, «tea 
when we ihink ourselves badly used. 

' I7ih. In ow Meeting to-day, I was poor aad 
dry, and too much gave way to wandering 
ihouglrts ^ yet in the forenoon, being led to >con- 
i&dera little the emptiness, of the form in w&eh 
we meet, unless we are rightly engaged when 
there, it appeared to me that, though we may 
feel little ability to come at that which we pro* 
fess to wait for ; yet it is right that we should 
assemble with our brethren : it is at least bear- 
ing our testimony against the ever ready exer* 
tions of a man-made ministry, and shewing^ our 
iNilief in the power of Him, who can teach bin 
people himsel£ . . 
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Tke foirowiDg Memorandum wai fotincF Se^ 
tached from the Diary, and was intended, no* 
doubt, tO' commemorate the gracious assist^ 
ance of the Father of M^rcies^ in enabling 
Ikiioa to resist with firmness' and humility, a> 
Itemptatioa that was presented, and which oc* 
eurred previously te any remark made in- the* 
Diary. Though it appears to-be of a pecu- 
BaF nali^re,. w^ lu>pe it may proTe useful in^ 
encouraging others to seek for DlVine' as- 
aistance, and to endeavour continually to liv^^ 
near thai Holy Power which, can protect, 
preserve,^ and give strength and' ability to re^- 
aist and overcome* aU evir; aswe ikithfully 
seek, thereto; — It instinctively shews' os thai 
none are exempt from temptation, and how^ 
essential k: is to fulfil the injunction^ of ou» 
blisssed Lord himself/ uttiered to his imme- 
diate followers : **- What 1 say unio you, K 
aay unto all,-— Watch.'* 

This evening a tiemptation of a very dbep die* 
WSB presented to me ;, but, through the roerci- 

c 3 
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fill kindness of Him who sleepeth not by day, 
nor slumbereth by night, I was not only en- 
abled to meet it without emotion, but even felt 
pity for the individual who made the proposal ; 
and the language of oue formerly was brought 
to my recollection with freshness at the time : 
^^ How can I do this great wickedness and sin 
against God !'* I did not feel it to be my place 
to say much on the subject, but simply to re- 
press it in a few. words; which I hope was 
done in humility, and with thankfulness to that 
Power which I trust and believe was near to 
preserve me at the time. I have for some time 
past fdt very poor, and almost sripped of all 
gooid, except a desire for preservation ; but let 
me not djespair or even repine, since He who is 
a present help in the needful time, has 
Ihus graciously evinced himself at hand; for 
surely not by my own might or power, could I 
have so acted on this occasion. 



The following paragraph was written after a 
close trial, under which he felt conscious 
integrity ; and after alluding to it, he con- 
cludes in this manner : — 

I sincerely desire that this threatening of the 
fod, may have the right effect ; and under feel- 
ings of reverent thankfulness, and 1 trust deep 
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iivimtlityy the breathing of my soul was, that 
whatever trials the Almighty may see meet to 
dispense, he may never permit me to do any 
thing whereby reproach may be brought on tha 
pure trulh, of which I have been making pro- 
fessioo^ 



The following remarks were found without 
dfitesy but being oonsidered to contain in* 
fitruotion, are also inserted here. 

The practice which is so prevalent in the pre- 
sent day, of calling the Scriptures the *^ Word 
of God/* it is to be feared, has a tendency to 
prevent people from looking beyond them to 
that Eternal Word and Spirit, by which they 
were given forth ; and encourages them to take 
up a r)(st short of the true rest. Now I will 
venture to say that this is a term wUic^ they do 
Dot, in any part of them, apply to themselves. 
On the contrary, in many, very many parts of 
them, the distinction is pointedly made between 
the outward written law, and the inward one. 
*' The word is very nigh unto Ihee, even in thy 
mouth and in thy heart, that thou mayst do it.'* 
Surely this cannot mean the Scriptures. 

*^ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 

I will make a new covenant with the house of 

c 4 
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Israel, and ^ith the house of Judah ; not acs 
cording to (he covenant tvhich I tnade vfith 
their fatliers, which my covenant they broke. — 
But this shall be the covenant that I will make 
vrith the house of Israel : after thot^ days, saiih 
the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts ; and I will be their 
Qod, and they shall be my people^ And they 
shall no more teach every man his neighbour, 
and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
Lord; for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them, unto the greatest of them, saith 
the Lord." 

How clearly does this allude to, and point at the 
spirituality, as vrell as the universality of the 
gospel dispensation. The Prophet Joel also 
declared : '* And it shall come to pass afterward 
that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh ; 
and your sons and your daughters shall pro- 
phecy ; your old men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions ; and also upon the 
servants and upon the handmaids, in those days, 
will 1 pour out my spirit.'* This prophecy was 
directly applied by the Apostle Peter, to account 
for the wondeiful efTects produced on the day of 
Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost was so won- 
derfully diffused. << This is that which was 
spoken by the Prophet Joel." And since it re- 
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mains to be tWe case, that, '^ if any man have not 
ihe spirit of Christ, he* is none of his ;^' and, 
^ as many, as are ledlby the spirit of God, they 
are-tlie-sons of Gbd;*' let us be careful that- we^ 
stop not short ; that we rest not in the letter ; 
*^ For the -letter killeth,. but the spirit giveth^ 
life.!' 

r have known those who would say, that^ 
where Paul describes the armour of a Christian,, 
and recommends to take *^ the sword of tb«^ 
Spirit,, which is the Word of God,'' that this^ 
sword means the Bible, How^ lamentably would 
it' weaken the hands of the Christian warrior, to- 
be thus tied down by the mere outward^ decia- 
tlon-; instead of looking to that Divine Power^ 
wUch our Saviour promised to his disciples ; 
*' Ye shall receive power after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you " "Take no thougb1t< 
beforehand what' ye shall speak, neither do ye 
premeditate j but whatsoever shall be given you 
in that hour, that speak ye ; for it is not ye ttiatt 
speak, but the Holy Ghost.'*' 

" I will'pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
jou for ever, even the Spirit of Truth ; whom 
ibe world cannot receive, because it seeth hini 
not; neither kno^r^th him ^ but ye know him, fot 

c 3 
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he dwelleth with you, and shall be in yon.'^ 
" But the Comforter which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name ; he 
shall teach you all thing^s, and bring all things 
to your remembrance." 

This is that " Word of God" to which the 
beloved disciple bears witness in another place, 
^' That which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon and our hands 
have handled of the Word of Life. (For the 
life was manifest, and we have seen it, and bear 
witness, and shew unto you that eternal life which 
was in the Father, and was manifested unto us.) 
That which we have seen and heard, declare we 
unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with 
us, and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his son Jesus Christ. 

The kingdom of heaven is compared to tL 
grain of mustard seed, the least of all seeds ; 
yet if we co-operate, if we occupy with the 
talent received, we shall be made rulers over 
more ; but the work is an inward one : " The 
kingdom of God cometh not with observation ; 
the kingdom of God is within you : Hence it is 
most aptly compared to leaven, hidden leaven^ 
which a woman took and hid in three measures 
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of meal till the whole was leavened." Devotion 
IS a work between the soul of man and his 
Creator. It is not necessary that others should 
know, or in any degree be called on to judge of 
our state. "Hast thou faith ? have it to thyself 
before God.'* It is enough for us, if we feel 
and know that we are under the notice and pro- 
tectingcare of the Almighty, and that we are sim- 
ply and humbly, yet devotedly endeavouring to 
know his will and to do it 

If we are righty concerned, thus to keep near 
oar Guide, it is not likely that we shall be suf- 
fered to remain inactive; but " when he putteth 
forth his own sheep he goeth before them, and 
the sheep follow him." We shall be careful 
not to run unsent ; but to abide in the low vaN 
ley of humiliation, sitting as at the foot of Jesus 
to hear " the gracious words that proceed out 
of bis mouth." Martha was active, bustling, 
anxious to be doing, runnipg in her own 
will, in the warmth of aiTectlon, to meet her 
liord ; but Mary " sat still in the house," until 
she was satisfied of the call : " The Master is 
come and ealleth for thee." Oh ! the deep in- 
struction of such an example ! Are we not to 
learn therefrom, that silent waiting in fear and 
humility, until we are clearly convinced of a 
call to action, is more acceptable in the Divine 
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right, than rushing forward in our own ^Ik, 
and our time into creaturely activity ! Might it 
not he supposed that the active attention of 
Martha to her Lord, would have been more 
aoceptable aad more particularly noticed than 
the conduct of Mary ; yet we find that he con- 
yeyed in strong terms, his preference of the 
conduct of Mary, who sat at his feet ; while 
Martha was cumbered with much servini^ : 
<^ Martha, Martha, thou art careful and trou- 
bled about many things ; but one thing is need- 
ful, and#Mary hath chosen that good part^ 
which shall not be taken away iGrom her.'^ 
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The following observatioDs on the prevailing 
opinions of Election and Reprobation, appear 
to have been chiefly occasioned by the perusal 
of an anonymous puMication, entitled ^^ Charis, 
or Reflections/' &c. to which it is apprehend- 
ed J. F. intended to write a reply, but it was 
by no means completed. However it is 
hoped that the consideration of the following 
notes may be profitable to those who may be 
under temptation respecting these points. 

There may be some allowance for assuming 
as a foundation or ground- work, cerain truths 
which are universally or generally acknow- 
ledged, by those to whom any work is address- 
ed. For instance, with those who profess them- 
selves Christians, a name which of necessit]^ 
implies a belief in the fundamental principles 
of Christianity, it would seem impertinent and 
unnecessary to set out by proving the divinity, 
birth, miracles, resurrection, and ascension of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesu« Christ : 
since no person can justly be called a Christian 
ivbo does Qot believe tbereiilr If, however, the 
ivork be addressed to those who bad never 
h^ard of his name, or to such as having beard 
th^rdof, are still living in unbelief, it wogld 
seem proper and necessary first to prove t6 them, 
by such evidences as they ^re already ae- 
^uaioted isitb, or at l^ast are willing to ackuow* 
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ledge, that the ground-work and structure of 
the Christian Religioii is true ; for otherwise, 
how can they be expected to set any value upon 
the particular doctrines that may be attempted 
to be deduced therefrom. 

Now it appears to me, that the author, or 
authors, of the anonymous ' work, entitled 
^^ Cbaris, or Reflections, chiefly upon the office 
of the Holy Spirit in the salvation of men," has, 
from the very outset, assumed as the grounds 
of the work, a doctrine which is by no means 
universally allowed amongst Christians. On the 
contrary, I believe I may say, it is avowed by the 
far greater number, as opposed to the testimony 
of the Scriptures, and to the tenor of the Gospel ; 
as '^ highly injurious to God himself; to Jesua 
Christ our Mediator and Redeemer; and to the 
power, virtue, nobility, and excellency of his 
blessed Gospel ; and, lastly, unto all mankinds 
(Barcl. Pr. 5 & 6. Sect. 1.) 1 mean the doc« 
trine of eternal, unconditional dection and re« 
probation; which, although not clearly laid 
down immediately at the outset of the tract, ig 
afterwards more fully avowed, than I have be- 
fore seen it, in any work of late years : for even 
those who hold that doctrine, do not seem very 
willing to avow it 4 which may account for the 
author's unwillingness to let his name appear: 
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When I consider my own want of qualifica- 
tion, and my unfitness for such a task, I should 
be much better pleased that some person more 
qualified should undertake to bring into a nar- 
row compass, some of the most obvious and 
striking arguments and texts of Scripture, which 
appear io disprove this doctrine, and to show 
its repugnance to the express declarations of the 
Alnaighty, through his prophets, to those of our 
blessed Lord himself, when personally on earth ; 
and also to the very nature and spirit of the 
Gosj^el. 

We find, from the Sacred Records, thait 
Adam was originally created and placed in 
Paradise, in a state of innocence, enjoying an 
intimate connexion and communion writh the 
Almighty ; that when the woman had listened 
to the voice of the tempter, and broken the com- 
mand, he also was weak enough to comply with 
her solicitation, and to eat of the forbidden 
fruit. But howr quickly did conviction follow 
transgression ! When they heard the voice of 
the Lord God walking in the garden, they were 
afraid, and attempted to hide themselves from 
the presence of the Lord. How simple, but 
how forcible was the call of the Almighty to 
Adam 1 " Where art thou ?" it was unnecessary 
to enter into argument in order to convince him 
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that he had done wrong. He aTowed his con*- 
aciousness of guilt, when he said : ** I heard tby 
voice in the garden, and was afraid." 

Tbu8 we see that the first parent of the ha«^ 
nian species, had a certain principle placed ;iit' 
his breast, which condemned him for the evil of 
which he had been guilty ; and We find, tjiat in« 
the curse which the Almighty pronounced on^ 
this occasion, that he distinctly declared it t» 
be on account of Adam's transgression : " JBe- 
catue thou hast hearkened to the voice of thy wift, 
and hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
tf$ee, saying : Thou shalt not eat of it ; cursed ish 
the ground for thy sake."" 

Now is it at all compatibk with any idea that' 
we can form of justice or of mercy, to suppose 
that, by a previous decree, the Almighty had 
placed Adam under an impopsibility of fulfilling 
his command ; that he was driven from Para* 
dise, and condemned, with his posterity, to att 
the evils of mortality, pain, and disease, merely 
for fulfilling the secret, unkown will and decree 
^t bis Creator. It oanuot even be said that he 
ought to have fulfilled the sommand not to eat, 
unless we allow thai there was a possibility of 
hi% doing so ; for the Almighty would never 
command impossibilitiec. 
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Obseiitations on the anonymous Publication 
entitled " Charis,'* &c. 

Page 1. ^ Redemption is proclaimed as accom- 
pliahed by a Saviour,'* — 

Where is it so proclaimed ? Salvation is of- 
fered through a Mediator, through Him '^ who 
died for us and rose again/*— rbut not wtthamt 
terms annexed; the terms are, Repentance, Faith, 
and obediente. If our redemption be previously 
effected ; why are we to *^ work out our salva- 
tion with fear and trembling ?" What occasion 
for working ? What ground for fear ? 

Page 2. '* The heirs of salvation." — I do not 
find this phrase made use of in Scripture, except 
in Hrb. 1st chap. 14th ver. and instead of being 
limited and defined, *^ the heirs^^ as excluding 
all others, I find it is left quite open and inde- 
finite : ^^ Are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs 
of salvation?'' 

Page &4. " Whoever considers the history of 
Abel, Noah," &c. " a crowd of examples from 
Scripture evideutly intended to prove," &c. 
This is an assertion which appears to me quite 
unfounded ; for '^ Whatsoever things were writ- 
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ten aforetime were written for our learning, that 
we, through patience and comfort of the Scrip- 
tures, might have hope ;'' Rom. xy. 4, not that 
we should be driven to despair. 

On Page 70. We do not affirm that all men 
fxnll be saved, but that all men may be saved. 
Our Saviour does not say that the way is so 
strait that few can find it, but simply states 
the fact that few do find it ; and elsewhere de* 
dares: ^* Ifkvy man thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink :'^ and the beloved disciple declares : 
" The spirit and the bride say. Come, and let 
him that heareth say. Come; and let him that is 
athirst, Come ; and whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely. 

Page 146. ^ What the Apostle calls the 
Analogy of Faith.^^ I cannot find any sudi 
term in Scripture^ 

On Page 151. So far from the arrogant cer- 
tainty here alluded to, ^' that the Lord must and 
will," read 2d Peter, 3d chap. 0th to 18th ver. 

Ver. 0. " Not willing that any should perish; 
but that all should come to repentance,'' 

Ver. 14, " Wherefore, beloved, seeing that 
ye look for such things, be diligent that ye be 
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found of him in peace without spot and blame- 
less.'' 

Ver. 17. « Ye therefore, beloved, seeing that 
ye know thesethings before, beware lest ye also, 
being led away mth the error of the wicked^ fall 
from your own stedfastTiess.'^* 

If those to whom he wrote, and whom he de- 
clares, in chap. I, verse 1, to be <^ them that 
have obtained like precious faith with us, through 
the righteousness of our God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ ;^' if such had need of all this cau« 
tion, lest they might ^^ fall frcym their stedfast^ 
fie^;^' where is this boasted certaintyi 

How clearly does Peter through the whole of 
this Epistle, point out the necessity of action, 
of co-operation ; and not only the possibility, 
but the great danger, of those who even had 
received this precious faith, falling therefrom. 

Chap. 1, ver. 5. " Giving all diligence, add 
to your faith virtue," &c, 

S. " For i/* these things be in you and abound, 
they shall make you," &c. 

9. << But he that lacketh these things is blind, 
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and caBBot see fiir ofl^ and hath fergoiteftihat 
be was purged from his old smsy^* 

10» ^ Wherefore the rattier bBetbreB> give- 
diligence t0 make your calling and election snre^: 
for if ye do these things ye shall never fall." 

Chap. 2, Ver. 20. " For jf after they have- 
cicaped," &c. 

21. *' For it had been Better for tfiem^ not iXh 
hare known the way of righteousness,,thany after 
they have known it to turn frxmi the holy com- 
mandment delivered them."* 

On Page 15B and 154. What a dtteadfnl pic^ 
tare is here drawn of the state of annnregene^ 
rate mind ; but how unoharitable \i is to make 
such persons doubly unhappy, by pointing, out 
to them the situation they are in without pro* 
posing to them any remedy;, and according to 
the doctrine of election, ther^ cannot possibly be 
any remedy for them. But how different the^ 
prospect held out by our meneiful and Almigbty. 
Creator, by the mouth of his Prophet formerlj«y 
to a people who had grievously revolted and 
provoked him to anger^ 

Is. 1. 16 to 20. "Wash you, make you clean; 
put away the evil of your doinga from before 



nm% eyes; cease to do evil ; learn to do well ; 
seek judgment, r^eve the oppressed; judge 
the fatherless; plead for the widow. Corns 
now, and let us reason together saith the Lord : 
though your sins be as searlet, tbejr shall be 
white as snow ; though ihey be red like crini'- 
«on, ihey shall be as wool, j^ ye be willing 
and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land; 
iut jf ^e jrefuse and rebel, ye shall be dewoured 

bjr the sword, for the mouth of the Lord bath 
«poken it** 

Is. lv.7. Let the ^^nyicfcerf/brsafe his way, and 
athe unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let him 
return unto the Lord, and He will have merey 
oipon him ; and to our God, for He wjill abun- 
4lantly pardon.^ 

Page 103 § 57. Istliis a fit subject for. Irony? 
Is it then a lie that we are to work out our own 
salvation with fear and trembling. 

On Page 105. The question is not whence 
men shall obtain power; for on this head I should 
liope an christians are agreed f» j^riWp/e:-- 
^* Without me'' says Christ, " ye can do no- 
thing.*' But the question is, whether this power 
is open and attainable to all men^ or whether 
the greater number of them, or any number, are 
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iirerocably pre-ordained to exclusion from it, 
and to all the dreadful consequences of want- 
ingit. 

Page 165. <^It is necessary in the first instance 
to liTe in order to act.^ This must be grant- 
ed ; but to enable man to act, it is not necessary, 
nor does it by any means follow of course, that 
be must be pretiousty placed beyond all neces- 
sity of acting. This is contrary to the whole te- 
nor of the Gospel. The forerunner, John, call- 
ed the people to repentance ; and when their 
willingness was so far evinced as to come to 
be baptised of him, his exhortation was ; <* Bring 
forth therefore, fruits meet for repentance ; and 
think not to say within yourselves, we have 
Abraham to our father ; for I say unto you, that 
God is able of these stones to raise up children 
unto Abraham." Say not, we are the children 
of the Prophets, of the election, we have Abra- 
ham to our father ; we must therefore inevita- 
bly be saved ;. ^* for I say unto you that .God is 
able of these stones," of these poor despised 
ones, wliom ye trample under your feet, ** to 
raise up children unto Abraham ;" to malce them 
heirs equally vrith you, to aU those promisea and 
privileges on which ye so much pride your- 
selves. Here the Omnipotent, All-effective ope* 
ration of the Divine Spirit is dearly held Ibrth 
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io Tiew : '^ God is able of these stones to raise 
up children unto Abraham/' His power is un-. 
bounded and unlimited, not even limited by an j 
previous unalterable decree of his own making. 

Our Saviour repeatedly, I may say invariably, 
•hows the universality of the Love of the. Fa-« 
ther ; and holds forth the language of [Invita* 
lion and encouragement, ^^ Strive to enter in at 
the sU*aight gate — Come unto me a// ye that la« 
hour — If any man thirst .let him come unto me 
and drink ;" — and we see in the parable of the 
marriage supper, that the guests were bidden, 
and the invitation was even renewed when the 
supper was ready ; but the refusal was their 
own act ; they would not ; and what was the 
consequence ^ '^ Go out into the highways, &c* 
for none of those shall partake.'' Luke 14. 

Will aiiy one dare to say that those halt, 
lame, and blind, were previously elected, and 
that all those who refused to attend to the invi« 
tation were absolutely fore-ordained from all eter- 
nity to act the part they did ? * For though thia 
may be said to be only a parable, yet it is so 
true a picture of the case, that we may assumo 
it is a case of actual existence, in order to try 
the argument. Was there a possibility that 
those who were originally bidden to the supper, 
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•ould haTe complied with the 'call ; fhat any 
one of them who did not attend could posaibly 
bare attended ; if it be said there was a possibi- 
bility, then the argument for election and repro- 
bation at once falls to the ground ; but if it be 
said they could not have accepted the invita* 
fion ; is it for a moment to be supposed that a 
God of infinite justice, mercy, and truth would 
in this manner call and invite, his poor depend- 
ant creatures to partake of that which it was to- 
tally impossible they could ever have any part 
in. Is not this to charge flie Almighty with 
Hypocrisy ? 

On Page 173. Read what Job Scott says in 
his Journal page 05 of those who <^ entomb rather 
than enshrine the meaning of the Sccipture^'^ 

Page 174. " The person who disclaims** &c. 
and the description of those who are depending 
aa themselves ; —but the work must be pro«- 
gressive ; our Saviour compares the Kingdom 
to a grain of mustard seed, to a little leaTea, 
&c. — but as the gift i% occupied with, the talent 
committed gains other talents, and then, '^ to 
him that hath shall be given/* — << because thou 
hast been faithful in a little thou shalt be made 
ruler over more.'^ We see that the unprofitable 
servant had also the means putr in his powei^ 
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but he would not occupy, he would not do his 
part ; he was willing to let his Lord do the work 
for him without any trouble to himself ; perhaps 
he was presumptuous enough to suppose thai 
he was elected, that he stood so well with hit 
master he had no need to be uneasy. 

Page 175. " If holiness be any condition of 
obtainiug Heairen" — most certainly it is a con* 
dition and an indispensable one ; '^without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord ;'' << nothing 
that worketh abomination or that lo veth or maketh 
a lie shall enter into the Kingdom.^' 

Page 182. What a number of unscriptural 
expressions or phrases ! 

On Page 188. Wliy find fault with one man's 
perversion of good, or another's rejection of it, 
if both previously and unalterably decreed ? 

Page 190. " True believers with minds re- 
Be wed." Is this an instantaneous work, or how 
are they to be made so ? The writer of this work 
appears to know nothing of, or at least to take 
no notice of, that gradual work whereby the 
soul of man is purified and made holy. The seed 
is first sown ; the growth then is progressive as 
there is a submitting to the work : << he shall sit 
as a refiner." 



On Page 206 § 72. fh^ attfber ffifrems eBtii^e% 

fo lose right of the middle track, beiureeft 

making man's woA and ri^hteous^iess tha inr« 

' mediate cause of salvation, and the opposite- 

ex()*em'0 ef not aUowiaghim any poWer to adv. 

Page 290. " If thejf are brouglitto eiijoy/'— 
IIo\T are they to be brought to this ? Surely if 
this IS to bfe dotie by an orer^nding )j!bwer, 
ifrithout any act or co-opefation of their own, 
the work is made easy, and tfuch may well 
commit theiif all to Him, who has ^o highly dii^ 
tmgui^od them: 

Page 210. ** They aVe made wise,- aiid be-* 
eome truly exalted by being iMade hmhble.'^ 
Are they made so inevitably without any effort/ 
without any wiH of flieir owtf? See James It. 
7tk to MKh verse. 

On Page 2lt. Why piaint the d^readful pfc- 
iure of the death-bed of a sinner, if it were 
totally out of hiif power to avoid htis doom ? 
Why not rather veil- it ? Read the account of 
Rochester and of Altamont. 

Page 214. « With the book of Qod in o\ir 
hands." Is this the only touchstone ? Surely it 
h Bpt to the outward testimony of theScnpturo^ 
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that we are to look in this most esaeniial point ; 
but to Hiat superior intelligence from which the 
ger}i)tures proceeded, and to which they point 
and direct pft* " Examine yourselves whether 
ye be in the faith," &c. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Is this 
examination to be only by the Scriptures ? If 
so, how are we to know which of all the diflbreat 
explanations of them is correct ? " Ye have an 
unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things." 1 Jobs' ii. 20; « We know that we 
haye passed from death unto Hfe, because we 
love the brethren.'^ ii. 14. « The Spirit itself 
heareth witness with our spirits that we are the 
children of God." Rom. viii. 16: " The spirit 
aearcheth all things." 

Qn P^ge.217. Where is the Alnaighty en- 
raged by !E^n oath^ to do *^^ for us exceeding 
abundAntJy;' ^c. Eph. iii. 20, 

Page 218. Original $in is here plainly held 
up ;r-but IS 9in imputed beforeitr^sgression i 

liisA '^caniiai turn and prepare himself by 
ht^/own aatqsal strength and good works, t6 
£aiflL't^<^ <2^^ upon God' ;"r^ut the means 
are .p»t jkl . bis ': power by the oieroy of an AJl- 
I^awierfiil, p» w# tis AU-ipemful Creator,'' 
iflib3o,l<>v:«dtlse world Jtbftt: be gave }m only 

D 2 
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btgotten Son, thai wkosoever beUev^th ia h'usli 
Mtiould Bot perish, but should have everla$tiog 
Ufe ;" and, '^ for this cause was the Son of God 
manifested, that he might take away sin.'' 

On Page 219. Note on the words accounted 
righteous. 

'* These words, ncc9unted righi&m% through 
the merit of Christ, are of the same import with 
tlie merit of Christ imputed,^ &c ; for as the sins 
t>f God's people were imputed to Christ, and he 
took upon himself all the consequences of that 
imputation,*' &c. 

"When people go beyond the terms of Scrip* 
ture, and attempt in their own wills, and in their 
own terms, to explain and elucidate what is 
leyond their comprehension as men, and to be 
'* wise above what is written," what great dan- 
ger they are in of puzzling themselves and mis« 
leading others. I cannot find any text of Scrip- 
ture that says, " The sins of God's people were 
imputed to Christ," nor any to sanction the idea 
that his righteousness will be imputed to ua if 
we Qontinue in sin ; but, ** if we beliere on Him 
that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead ; 
who was delivered for our offences, and* raised, 
again for our justification," (Rom. iv« 24, 25) 



thin our belief shall he ixopnted for righteousr 
ness^ as it is writteo, ^^ Abraham believed 
God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousr' 
nessJ* See Wm^ Law's Remarks^ 

On Page 221. What proof is there that 
Christ was the only one born of human nature 
without sin,, and that he vras so born that ho 
might be a pure sacrifice? If the doctrine of 
original sin be true. He must, as man, have 
partaken of the conseq^nences of Adani's fall. 

Peter declares, that in the Epistl^^s of Paul 
^ere are " many things hard to be understood,, 
which the untearned ond unstable wre«t, as they 
do also the other Scriptures, to their own de- 
structionJ' Is it not to be feared that this is 
the case to the present d»y ? How much safer 
is it for us. to ei>doavaur simply and sincerely 
to act up to the degree af knowledge vouoh* 
safed, rather than to puzzle ourselves by atf 
tempting to dive into those thin>gs which aro 
too deep, or to soar after those things wliich are. 
too high for us% "Canst tbou by searching 
find out GUmI ? Canst thou find out the Almighty 
to perfection? It is as high as heaven, what 
canst thou do ? Deeper than hell, what canst 
ihou know ?" Job xi. 7, 8. "The secret things 
belong unto the Lord our God, but those things. 
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which are revealed belong unto us, and to our 
children for ever ; that we may do all the words 
of this law." Deut. xxix, 29. 

How lamentable a ease would it be, if any, 
by giving way to the idea of Election, should 
be tempted to stop short in their endeavours 
after that purity and holiness '[ without which 
no man shall see the Lord ;" expecting that by 
some irresistable or miraculous interposition in 
their favour, they are to be brought " under 
means, or means to them,'* whilst ^^ Grace ren- 
ders those means effectual to insipient <K>nver- 
sion, and to final salvation ?'' Or on the other 
band, how dreadful diould any poor, helpless, 
burdened sioqer, who feels the weight of his 
transgressions, be driven to despair of mercy, 
under tlie idea of being irreyocably included in 
the decree of reprobation ? and be thereby pre- 
• vented from coming to the Redeemer who ex- 
tended the universal invitation : *^ Come unto 
me. all ye that labour and are heavy laden ; and 
I will give you rest;" and who exhorted his fol- 
lowers: " Be ye therefore merciful, even as your 
Father who is in heaven is merciful?" How 
ean the idea of devoting to destruction millions 
of beings who never offended him, be reconciled 
with this attribute of the Fatlier of Mercy ! For 
though he declared himself to be a '^ jealous God^ 



ADDJEMDA. ^9 

Vomiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the 
/diiMren to the third and fourth generation^'* 
Ex. x;3^. 5 ; yet it was only " pf those that hated'*' 
IniBv^^'hilst he sboweth '^ mercy unto thousand^ 
pf them tba^ loye liitn and keep his command- 
ments.*^ 

Phil. iii. 2i. Paul also declares that tht 
^rd Jesus Christ ^^ is able even to subdue all 
^things to himselfi*' 

Hoyr i^ this to be reconciled to the doctrine 
joS Election and )^leprobation ; for if the Al- 
inighty, as some have asserted, *^ hath by a se- 
^et win unknowa jto all men, ordained and 
decreed that a certain pumber 3hall not obey, 
aQd that the offej of the Gofipel shall never 
prove effectual for their salvation, but only serve 
p} augment their greater condemnation. What 
power can the Son have to subdue these unto 
himself? " The Son can do nothing of himself," 
John v. 10 ; M then shall ye know that 1 am he^ 
and that I do nothing of myself." John viii. 28. 



2 CipR. iii. 6. .^^ Who also hath made us abit 
Ministers of the New Testament ; not of' the 
letter J but of the spirit ; for the letter killeth, 
pMi the spint giveth life^> 

D 4 
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2 Cor. iv. 3 & 4. '' But if our Gospel be hM, 
it is hid to. them that are lost, in whom the God 
of this fporld hath blinded the minds of them who 
believe not ; lest the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Christy who is the image of God, should shine 
upon them." 



Rom. v. 18. " Therefore as by the offc^nce of 
one judgment came upon all men to condemna- 
tion ; even so by the righteousness of one the 
free gift came upon all men to justification of 
life. 

What is this free gift ? 

Rom. vi. 23. ^^ The wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." 

After these concomitant texts which are so 
clear and full, who can presume to doubt the 
universality of the Redemption that is in Christ t 
Surely the Apostle cannot allude to any other 
than Him where he says, ^' I^y the righteousness 
of owe the free gift came upon all men. In what 
way and to wliat extent ? " To justification of 
life ;" or as in the other, "the gift of God is eternr.I 
life through Jetius Christ our Lord.'' There- 
fore the capability of being saved is, through 
Jesus Christ, come upon all men. 



Rom. viii. 29, 31. Though the Apostle says, 
^* whom he did foreknow he also did predesti- 
nate;' &c. ; and " if God be for us^ wh^ can be 
against u« f" Yet does he not here speak of those 
who like himself had b^eu " baptised into Jesiis 
Christ," "planted together in the likeness of his. 
death," and who " being dead with Christ/*^ 
bad solid ground to belieye that they sliould 
** also live with him," and who. being '* mada 
free fronx sin," ai>d " become servants to God," • 
" had their fruit un.to. holiness and the end ever- 
lasting life j" and who could say that "in all 
these things they lyere. more than co.nquerQjs* 
through him, that. loyed thengi i" 

AH tliis docs Dot> m my opiiiion^ make^ 
one jot in favour of unconditional election ; it is 
QO more than is elsewliere declared :: " Him that 
overcometh will I make a pillar in. the temple of 
my God ; and he sha/l go no mote o^U ;" or as i^ 
expressed in another place :. " He that oyer- 
Gometh and keepeth my words 74/<^o theend'^ 
Sq that oon^ can, in the slightesft degree, pre* 
sunfte to suppose themselves included herein, 
unless they have really and effectually experi- 
enced an overcojniog of their souls' eaemies* 

Even if ve allow that the Apostle Paul, and a 
few other such eminent men, were especially elort- 

s 5 
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ed, ealledy and diosen, for the extraordinary 
stations they were to fill, yet ^hat is there in the 
text to warrant any one else, in supposing them- 
^eWes in the same manner called and elected ? 
Andy moreover, we find that this same great 
and eminent Apostle, who could go so far in 
speaking of his own experiences of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of heaven, thought 
it necessary to give the caution : *^ Let him that 
thinketh he standetb, take heed lest he Jail -y* 
and he himself found a necessity to keep under 
his body, and ^* bring it into subjection ;^^ ^* lest 
that by any means," when he had preached to 
others, he also ^* should become a castaway." 

If we were even to go so far as to allow all 
that can be said on the subject of election, which 
however I am very far from doing, still I find 
no Scripture to sanction the idea of reprobation, 
or that any person is born into the world under 
an impossibility of doing that wliich is right, 
and being finally saved *^ through tiie redetnp* 
tion that is in Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
a ransom yir all/' who hath " received gifts for 
men ; yea, for the rebellious also, that the liord 
Ood might dwell among them." 

James i. 5. ^^ If any of you lack wisdom, let 
htm ask of God, that giveth to all liberally, and 
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iipbrfudeth not, and it shall be giyen him ; but 
iet him ask in faith, nothing ivaverin^." Now * 
liow can aay man ask in feith, if he believes that 
the AJlmighty has irrevocably decreed by far the 
greater part of mankind to eternal misery, lon^ 
before they had a being, and consequently be- 
fore they could have offended hjim ; whilst at the 
^ame time, he does pot, nor cannot, know whe- 
ther he is one of that nuniber. If, on tha other 
hand, we can believe the words of the Lip of 
'JTruth himself: ^^ A^k, and it sha,ll be giveiji 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you ; for every one that 
asl^eth receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth^ 
and to him that knocketh it shall he opened." 
Then indeed we may be encouraged, in the 
feeling of our deficiences, and the burden of our 
«ins, to. apply unto Him, to accept of his mdst 
gracious invitation : ^^ Come unto me all ye 
ibat labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." 

Even should our prayers not apparently be 
Answered as soon as we expept and desire, how 
greatly are we encouraged and invited to per- 
severe, by many, very many passages of Scrip- 
ture ! '^ Look unto me and be ye saved, all the 
cnd$ of the earth." Is. xlv. 22. " I waited pa- 
iiiiBtly Cor the Lord, and he inclined unto me 

, d6 
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and heard my cry,^ &c. P«. xl. 1. « Wait on 
the Lord, be of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thy heart. Wait, I- say, on the 
Lord." Ps. xxyiii. 14. '* Out of the depths have 
I cried unto thee, O Lord! Lord, bear my 
Toioe ! Let thine ears be attentive to the voice of 
my supplications. If thou, Lord, shouldest 
mark iniquity, O Lord, who shall stand ! But 
there is forgiveness with Thee, that thou mayest 
be feared.'* Ps. cxxx. 1 to 4. " O Lord, roy 
God ! I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed 
me." Ps. XXX. 2. " This poor man cried, and 
the Lord heard him, and delivered him out of 
all his troubles." Ps. xxxvi. 4. " They that 
wait upon the Lord, shall renew their strength.'* 
Is. xl. 31. « The Lord is good to them that 
wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him/' 
Lam. iii. 25, 



Is. liii. 6. ^^ All we, like sheep, have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way, 
and the Lord hath laid on .him the iniquity of 
m «//.'' " If any man draw back, my soul shall 
have no pleasure iti him." Heb. x. 38. But, 
"strive to enter in at the strait. gate, for he that 
eodureth to the end shall be saved.'' Mat. x.^2. 

It 
" He wakeneth me morning by morning ; he 
wakeaeth mine ear to hear' as the leai*ned, and 
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I was not disobedient, neither turned awvij 
backward." Hear it appears that the wotk is 
progressive. .. 

" I am poor and needy, yet the Lord looketh 
upon me;" *^ make no tarrying, O my God!'' 
Tills is the state of mind in which there is 
safety ; no high thoughts of ourselves, no pre- 
sumption, no supposition that we are so inevita- 
bly elected to salvation as that if we fall three 
times in a day, we must inevitably rise again ; 
nay verily : but if it should even be our lot in 
the ordering of Divine Wisdom, to have to de- 
' dare to others what he has done for our souls 
fby c»ur submission to his will] — if we are 
brought forward into service of any kind in the 
great cause of truth and righteousness, we find 
the same necessity that Paul did to keep this 
body under, lest, " having preached to others, 
he should become a castaway ;'* or^ as he says 
in another place, " lest by any means I had run, 
or should run, in Vain ;" and *^ let him that 
thtnketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall/* 
« Abide in me, and I in you/* John xv. 4, 7. 
• *^ If ye abide in me, and my words abvie in 
yon, ye shall ask w)iat ye will, and it shall bs 
-done unto you." Oh gracious promise! Oh, 
•. most desirable ^ate of holy a<^eptaiioe I But 
. bowis.it possOile <o attaid- iU He^r ttie words of 



M AllDSNDA. 

the Up of Truth of himself: << If ye keep mj 
c omm a ndm epti, ye ^hall abide in my love ; eveii 
as I have kept my Father^s commandineats^ and 
abide in his love/' Will any one attempt to 
•ay it is impossible to coiB{>]y vritii these terms? 
Surely our gracious Redeemer would not pror 
. pose or command impos^bilitiea ! and the be- 
loved disciple declares : ^< By this we know ib^i 
we love the children of God, when we lov© God 
and keep his commandments. For tfai» is the 
love of God that we keep his commandments, 
and Us commandments are not grievous. For 
whatsoever is born of God, overcometh the 
world; and this is the victory that, oven^ometh 
the world, even our Faith.'' 1 Johm v. 2, 3. 4. 

Our Saviour's call being universal, " Come 

\mto ine.all ye that iabotir," &c. Why do so 

few enter the kin^doov? Why are '^ many called, 

but f^w chosen?/' Because <* strait i^ the gate 

synd narrow U tUe way that leadeth unto Ufe, 

and few there be thaj; . find it." TUey ate Mot 

M^illiug to^nter iji at this gat^ that is so strait 

.^itfflerfiand blood j not to welkin thifeinarrow 

way ;. they are oafended at rthe cross. When 

they find that all must be parted U^ith, on .which 

,' they l>a.ve.^t such a yalue, theyvgo ." away ^nr- 

-.^♦wful ;" althoMgtio,«r.LQrd.s© rfehrlyliiid-down 

: ^ i^V^% itbit if ttey;had bliii-at4fnded/to.his 
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declaration and counted the cost before they 
began to buiM, they might have been spared the 
disappointment of not being aible to finish. *^'Xf 
any man will come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross daily and follow me.** 
LiUKE ix. 23. *^ Whosoever heareth these say- 
ings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man, who built his house upon a 
rock." Mat, vii. 24. " And every one that 
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them 
not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which 
built his house upon the sand," &c. Mat. vii. 26. 



Jamesi i. 12. '^ Blessed is the man that en- 
dureth temptation ; for when he is tried he shall 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him." <' Let no 
man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God, for God cannot be tempted with 
evil, neither tempteth he any man." Sthce 
*^ God cannot be tempted with' evil, neither' 
tempteth any man, *^ how can it for a moment 
be reconciled that he should, by ah unavdid- 
able, irresistible decree, predestinate any to sii|, 
thereby making himself the autfafor of sin ; JSor if 
the creature who is asserted to be totally devoid 
of all power to resist the decree, is by such*de« 
cree forcibly and irresistably impelled to commit 
the sin, surely the author of such decr^ i» to all 
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intents and purposes the author and absolute 
cause of all the sin committed, in consequenice 
of his previous decree. 

But if it be said that the reprobate sinner, 
from his own inherent natural, depravity, beiu^ 
merely passed by and left to himself by the 
Almighty, wilfully rejects the oflTers of mercy 
and salvation which are made in the Gospel, 
i^nd which are allowed to be general, I ask. Was 
there or is there a possibility of his doing other- 
wise ? If this be answered in the negative, then 
I say, that the foregoing proposition is fully 
confirmed, and the Almighty is made the abso- 
lute cause of all the sin that ever existed ; but,. 
if it be answered in the affirmative that there 
ever was to any one of those, who are [said to 
be] under the decree of reprobation, a possible 
lity of joining ip with the professed mercy, and 
of embracing the truth as it is in Jesus ; then 
indeed is the Gospel a message of ^^ good tidings 
of great joy to all people,^' and the idea of a po- 
sitive, unavoidable decree, at once falls to the 
ground ; throwing open the arms of mercT» 
ai^reeably to the innumerable declarations of 
Scriptnre; so that indeed ^^ all that will come 
may come and take of the water of life freely.** 



Phil. ii. 9, 10, V.['' Wherefore God also 
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faath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
M^hich is above every name. That at the Dame 
of Jesus every knee should bow, and that e:very 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father." 

Now if it is thus possible that " every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is.tJ6rd/*i?rhil8t 
at the same time ^ no man can say that Jesus 
IS the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost," 1 Cor. xii. 
3 ; and '* whomever shall confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God dwelleth in him and he in 
God ; and whosoever believeth that Jesus is thd 
Christ, is born of God,'' 1 John iv. 15— v. 1. 
Then it clearly follows that there is to aXl met^ 
a possibility of thus believing, of thus confessing, 
that ^^ the manifestation of the spirit is given to 
every man' to proiSt withall," and as they co- 
operate therewith, as they occupy the talents 
received, they are made rulers oveir more ; they 
are enabled to " work out their own salvatiou 
>vith fear and trembling."' Phil. «. 12. Fbr, 
" although It is God that wbrketh iii theni both 
to will and to doof hi8g<Jod pfeasure,'' PHft.lS; 
and although his power is Omnipotent, yet W3 
have np c^iuse to believe, that he ^vorketh in an 
oyer>ruUag, forcible mariner; .ti} qt>Uge ^^^ to 
be saved* On tlie contrary, the whole tenor of' 
the Sacred Writinga.poiats out the possibility, 
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•8 well as the danger of r^elUon aadii^positioa^ 
with the dreadful coaaequeDce^- thereof. 

Joi 9|Lxi¥. 13. " They are of those that rebel 
against the iight^ they know not the wii^s thereof^ 
nor ahide in the paths thereqf/' 

IsA. i; 10, 2ft. ^' If ye be wilUog afid obedir 
pnt^ ye shall eai the good of the land ; but if ye 
refuse and rebel, ye ^halt be devojired with the 
sword ; for tjie i^puth of the jLiord ^th spdkea 
it/' 

|sA. ladii. 10. ^f But ifaey rebelled and vexed 
his Holy Spirit^ therefore hp was turned jto be 
Iheir enemy/* 

1 Sah. XYf 92, fcc. '^ To Qbey is better than 
sacrifice,' and to hearken ^an the fat of ntme. 
For rebellion is lus • tiie sin of witchcraft^ and 
stubboronesa is as iniquity and idolatry. Be< 
rausethou bast rejected jl^e word of the Lqrd; 
he hath sl9o r^epted thee/' " y^g to thp rcr 
beUioui childi'ie^/' Isa. x^. 9. 

IsA. xWiii. 18, ^' O that thou hadst hearkeoed 
^ my conim^udnients, ]then had tby peace been 
as a river, and thy righteousness as the waTes 
of the siMu'* Qu^<^ not the spirit/' 1 Thes. y. 



I9i. ^^ Son of mtn^ thou driest in the midst 
Qf a rebelliouH house, Tvbieh haive eyes to see, 
and see not ; they have ears to hear, and hear 
not iji)r they are a rebellious house." Eze. xii. 2j^ 
" It may be they will consider, though tJietf be a 
rebellions house.^' 



Jomi ill. 16, 17. « Fop God so loved ttte 
world, that he gave his only'^begotten Son, that 
^liosoever believetb in bim should- n6t perish, 
but have everlasting life. J^or God sent not his 
Son into the world to condemh ike world; but that 
the zsx>rldthrough him might be saved^ ** fhei-e 
was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. The same came for a witnesis, to bear 
witness of ttie Light, that a// men thro* him might 
believe. That was the true light which ligfatetb 
every man that cometfa into the world.'* 

1 John iv. 9. ^^ In this was manifested the 
love of God towards us, because that God seilt 
his vOnly begotten Son into the world that we 
might live through him." 

John xii. 46, &c. ^^ I am come a light into 
the world, that whosoever believeth on me should 
not abide in darkness. And if any man hear my 
words and believe not. I judge him not ; -for 1 
came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 



J 
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lie that rejecteth me, and receiTetb not my wordSft 
hath qne that judgeth him ; the word that I liave 
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day/'' 

Jambs iv. 7. ^^ Resist the devil and he wiU 
flee from you. Draw nigh to God and he i7?rll 
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands you Sin- 
ners^ atid purify your hearts ye double minded. 
Be affliet^d and moturn and weep; let your 
laughter be turned into mouroing and your joy 
into heaviness. Hurnble ycunehes in the sight 
of the Lord, aDdhesballlift you up ;" £or,<<The 
Lord is gracious and full, of eompassion.; slow 
to di^getf^ and of. great mercy.!' Ps. cidv. 8« 

Dan. iv. 27. ^^We find that after Daniel had 
interpreted to King N.ebuchadnezzcc his awful 
and memorable. dreaiD,^. he addressed him thus: 
" Wherefore, O King, let my counsel be accept- 
able unto thefi ;. and break off thy sins by right- 
ousness^ and thine iaiq.ui.ties by showing mercy 
to the poor,, if it may h^ a IfrigthenJi^ o£ 
thy tranquillity," or as in the maxgin, " on heal- 
ing ofthinf error '^ Surely if Daniel had consi- 
dered that the Decree of the Alnaigbty was irre^ 
vooably fix(?d, he would not have addressed the 
Kiug in this mannner, or attempted to mislead 
him by false hopes,, but we find *hat Nebuchad- 
nezzcr was so far from attending to this warn- 
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ing, that at the end of twelve months, after hia 
pride and arrogancy had risen to such a height 
as to draw down the displeasure of the Almighty, 
and the falfilment of the threatened punishment. 

Is. xxsviii. 1. How contrary was the conduct 
'of King Hezekiahy who when he received the 
awf^l message : ^^ Set thine house in order, for 
thou shalt die and not live ;" humbled himself ' 
before tlie Lord and prayed unto him and wept 
sore? '^ Then came the word of the Lord unto 
Isaiah, saying, go and say to Hezekiah, thus saith 
the Lord, the God of David thy fatlier : I have, 
heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears, behold 
I will add unto thy days fifteen years." — Is there 
<any thing like predestination or unalterable dtt- 
d:ee herein ! 

FlNIS^ 
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